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Regulatory Services
Advice for Traders on the Use of LPG for Catering at Outdoor Functions.

Legal Responsibilities.

· The Gas Safety ( Installation and Use) Regulations 1998 places a legal duty on any business or person hiring gas burning equipment to ensure that appliances provided by him are maintained in a safe condition so as to prevent risk of injury to any person.
· Any persons working on a gas fitting must be competent to do so.  This includes DIY work and changing flexible hosing.  Only persons who are registered with CORGI or employed by a CORGI registered business expressly recognised by the HSE as competent to work on gas fittings. However, changing gas cylinders is not classed as work on a gas fitting and can be done without CORGI registration.
· Any person who suspects that a defect exists making a gas fitting or appliance unsafe for further use must inform the person responsible for the premises.

Contractual responsibilities

· The LPG supplier must ensure that the consumer has been provided with full instructions which should include the following:

1. the properties and characteristics of LPG

2. normal operating procedures

3. contract arrangements for a gas supply

4. arrangement for maintenance

5. action in the event of loss of gas pressure

6. action in the event of emergencies

Gas supplies

· Propane cylinders in use should be sited in the open air, not inside marquees, tents or other enclosures.

· Cylinders should be positioned secured in the upright position on firm, level hard standing.

· Cylinders should be protected from vandalism and unauthorised inferences.

· Signs should be displayed bearing the wording EXTREMELY FLAMMABLE LPG. NO SMOKING. NO NAKED LIGHTS.

· Do not store rubbish, cardboard or other flammable materials adjacent to LPG cylinders.
· Flexible connections should be as short as possible but long enough to provide flexibility without excessive strain on the hose or end fittings.

· Hire companies should provide documentation to show that the gas cylinders has been visual checked before hired.  An annual check is also required on all gas cylinders.

Flexible hoses and soundness testing.

· The hose should comply with British Standard BS3212 type 2 or equivalent and should not exceed 1 metre in length.

· All hose joints should be either factory made or made using crimp type clips.  Hose attached without hose clips are potentially dangerous.

· Regular checks for wear and abrasions and cracking is required.  Hose should be replaced every 2 years.

· Hoses should be installed in such a way as to be protected from mechanical damage and excessive heat.  They should not be routed under temporary flooring.

Soundness testing.

· All joints should be leak tested by brushing with soap solution or proprietary leak testing fluid prior to use. The connection between cylinder and regulator should also be checked.

· Each time cylinder connections are broken and remade, joints should be leak tested.

Appliances.

· All appliances should be properly maintained and suitable for use.  Appliances supplied on hire should be tested for gas soundness and checked for correct operation.

· Appliances should be positioned so that accidental or deliberate interference by unauthorised persons is prevented as far as reasonably practicable.  Flammable materials e.g. tent canvas, screens, should be kept at a sufficient distance to avoid accidental ignition.

· Adequate ventilation is necessary to ensure combustion products are dispersed safely.

· Gas appliance should be fitted with flame failure devices.  Equipment manufactured after 1992, need to comply with the Gas Appliance Safety Regulations 1992 which require flame failure safeguards.
· Domestic appliance should not be used for commercial catering.

Competence and Training.

· No-one should install LPG cylinders unless they are competent to do so.

· Anyone connecting or disconnecting gas cylinders should have received adequate instruction from the supplier.

· Installation of any pipework in connection with hired equipment should only be installed by a person competent to do so and registered with CORGI.  

· No alternations, repairs or maintenance to any appliances or pipework should be carried out if they are on hire other than by the hire company.  

· Hire companies should offer suitable training to connect or disconnect cylinders.  A written instruction sheet should be provided.
Fire Protection and Safety.
· A minimum requirement of 1 x 5 kg dry powder fire extinguisher for each 2 cylinders connected to the installation.

· Where gas cylinder is sited outdoors from the appliance, consideration should be given to placing fire extinguisher adjacent to the appliances and gas cylinders.

Gas Leakage.

· LPG has an unpleasant smell.  One of the signs of a gas leak is frosting of the cylinder by the gas outlet.  In an event of a gas leak or strong smell of gas, the cylinder valves or single emergency valve followed by the cylinder valves should be shut.  

· The public should be evacuated.

· Sources of ignition need to be prohibited.

· Gas supply must not be turned on until the installation in the catering area has been declared safe by a competent person.
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Should you require clarification on any of the above, you may contact:

Waiman Lai, Environmental Health Officer

Tel: 0121 303 4834 

